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Steve has been in ministry at Highfield for 
many years and is known by the 
community. He comments “Highfield looks 
to bring people together and to Jesus. We 
do that through our Sunday service, coffee 
shop and especially Messy church. Here 
families from our street and nearby do 
craft, play games, eat and get challenged 
spiritually. We want to thank Home Mission 
for assisting and encouraging us to point     
people to Jesus.” 

“The church is characterised by love towards 
God, each other and those outside the church 
family. Our prayer/mission focus is well-being, 
with social activities like 'Walk, Talk & Coffee' 
and table tennis club organised for the benefit 
of all-comers. Quiz Night included teams of 
hall-users alongside church family and friends, 
and raised funds for our annual 'Live Nativity' 
which brings the gospel story (with real 
animals!) to the heart of the village Christmas 
Fayre. 
 

Before 'lockdown' we had Toddlers, 
Housegroup, Coffee Morning, Youth Group. 
Currently confined to our homes, we continue 
to 'walk together' on a prayerful well-being 
journey, looking for creative ways to show 
God's love to our neighbours.” Mary 

“The development of our Church 
Fellowship over the past years has been 
from pastoral vacancy to Ministers-in-
Training to vacancy again, and now to a 
full-time Minister, has only been made 
possible by our faith in Almighty God, His 
leading and guiding, the prayer support 
of many people and particularly the 
financial support provided by Home 
Mission. To have a full-time Minister is 
both a blessing and responsibility for any 
congregation. At Broughton we feel 
grateful and thankful to all the 
congregations who financially support 
Home Mission, which has enabled us to 
move forward.” 
Roger Brewster, (Deacon) 
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One of the Dream Grants we have 

given is 5000 to help with start up 

costs for a new church plant into a 

new estate called Whitehouse 

which is to the West of Milton 

Keynes. The adventure is being 

spearheaded by Tony McGinley 

together with his wife Sarah (and 

now daughter Lydia), and a group 

of about 16 who also sensed a call 

to commit to the project.  Tony was 

the youth worker at Loughton 

Baptist Church and it is 

because of this church’s 

vision and willingness to 

financially support, that this 

new church plant has been 

made possible. Tony and 

Sarah moved on to the 

estate at an early stage of 

development and together with the 

team began to sense a call to plant 

a church. Thus it was that at the 

beginning of this year the church 

went ‘live’, meeting in the local 

school where they are forming a 

strong relationship, and in the early 

weeks enjoying seeing a number of 

new people from the estate starting 

to get involved. Then along came 

Covid-19! Tony was asked how 

things are going.  

“The launch of Whitehouse Church 

has brought great encouragement 

and challenge in equal measure. 

We had such a clear call to this 

estate and through most recent 

times we are discovering more and 

more of who God has called us to 

be. We have now been a virtual 

church for longer than we were a 

physical one and are busy serving 

this community in anyway we can.” 

PIONEERING & PLANTING 
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David Skinner, 
minister of 
Houghton Regis 
BC, reflects that 
establishing a 
church on the 
large 10000 
home new 
development 

going on near the church has been 
an important idea for more than 
fifteen years and part of prayerful 
discussion for at least eight. 
There have also been 
conversations with the local 
authority for the last seven 
years. So this has been a long 
term project! Much of the 
infrastructure has now been 
built and people began to move 
into the first new homes before 
Christmas 2019. Over the next 
15 years the population will 
more than double. 

The dream of David and group of 
local churches involving several 
denominations is that they will be 
able to call a pioneer community 
worker to live and reach out to the 
new development that is being 
constructed, beginning with a focus 
on what is called Bidwell West. The 
bigger dream is that alongside 
engaging a pioneer worker a 
significant multi-purpose community 
centre building will emerge. It will be 

designed to be an open, welcoming 
and inclusive facility, available for 
local groups of all kinds, including in 
time, a home for a worshipping 
Christian community. 
 
The first step is to be able to employ 
a pioneer worker, and in the current 
Covid-19 situation it is proving hard 
to join up all the financial dots. The 
Association is committed to the 
venture through Home Mission and 
other support, so please continue to 
pray as the venture unfolds.  
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